LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
that Lord Cloncurry was ready to accept a Commission
of the Peace. No notice was taken of this communication.
He wrote again, this time to the Chancellor, who sent a
reply, published in Lord Cloncurry's Memoirs;1 which,
however, have been proved inaccurate in various par-
ticulars.
This letter seems to have been followed by an inter-
view between Lord Redesdale and Lord Cloncurry. The
Chancellor was anxious that the matter should stand over
until his successor arrived and he wrote to the Viceroy to
that effect.
Lord Cloncurry makes no reference to this meeting in
his Memoirs, but a long letter from him to the Chancellor,
dated 27th February, is inserted, extracts from which are
here given. There is a discrepancy between Cloncurry's
statements and the official letters which passed between the
Viceroy, the Chancellor and the Home Secretary on the
subject.
"My Lord,
Last Wednesday evening I heard, for the first time, of
the correspondence between your Lordship and my friend,
Mr. Burne, on the subject of the Commission which I
desired him to take out for me. I never authorized him
to write in the manner he did to your Lordship; but
supposed it a mere matter of course for a peer to become
an acting magistrate when he pleased; and if respect be
no longer due to the Irish peerage, my property in the
country made it your duty to comply with my desire,
unless I had forfeited my rights by ill conduct, which I
believe, you know I never did.
1 Personal Recollections of the Life and Times... of Valentine Lord Cloncurry
(1849), p. 223.
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